INTRODUCTION
A series of events in the South Pacific over the past few years have drawn much world attention to a region which had hitherto been an isolated and obscure part of the Pacific rim. As global interest in the region grows and as we approach the "Pacific Century," it is timely for an appraisal to be made of the changes and trends in the region. This will include a brief review of the main developments in order to establish broad patterns of policy of the various countries concerned. An attempt will be made to identify the long-term interests of both the big powers as well as those of the smaller states in the region. The security and economic concerns of the island nations themselves will also be examined. Wherever possible, potential areas of instability and sources of friction will be identified.
PURPOSE OF STUDY
But, more importantly, the main purpose of this study is to propose the contribution that ASEAN, especially Singapore, can make to assist in bringing the South Pacific islands into the mainstream of affairs of the Asia-Pacific region. What can be done, either by the ASEAN countries themselves or collectively with other countries, to ensure that the South Pacific will remain a politically stable and economically viable region? What conditions are necessary to prevent the region from degenerating into another arena of big power conflict, as so often seen in many parts of the developing Third World? CHAPTER II Almost as an immediate response to the Soviet's moves, the US quickly concluded and signed in December 1986 a 5-year fishing treaty with fourteen of the island nations. Specifically, the agreement permitted the US tuna fleet to fish within the EEZs in return for US$60 million in taxes over a 5-year period. 2 
RECENT EVENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS

DECISIONS BY THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM (SPF)
Two
THE SPNFZT
The decision of the US Government not to sign the three protocols to the SPNFZT has generated much protest among some countries in the region. With the exception of the US, the UK and France, the SPNFZT has won almost worldwide support. Many UN member countries, including the PRC and the Soviet Union, have signed the protocols to the Treaty. In essence, the Treaty contains sixteen items and three protocols, requesting the signatories to ban research, manufacture and possession of any nuclear weapons. It also includes a ban on nuclear testing, and dumping of nuclear waste in the South Pacific, whether on land or in the sea.3
The issue of foreign vessels carrying nuclear weapons or nuclear-powered ships entering any country's territory has been left to the discretion of the signatory. So far, Vanuatu, New Ze-Iand and the Solomon Islands have banned nuclear ships' visits. Tonga, on the other hand, has regarded nuclear testing as vital to Western security, and has resisted any attempts that would undermine that collective security. 4 In any case, this particular aspe:t of the Treaty has given rise to much friction over policy on security matters between the US and New Zealand. But will the SPF continue to be more pro-West or will it be more neutral and keep an equidistance from both East and West?
The answer is a difficult one for a lot depends on how the big powers conduct themselves and the degree of cohesion that Australia can exert over the Forum. Chances are that, if economics is the primary focus, the islands will be more neutral than pro-West. In any case, as the big powers jockey for influence in the region, the islands will face tremendous challenges in the years ahead. Though the total Japanese aid given is a small amount, the total is increasing rapidly; in 1986, it grew by 127% to US$55 million. However, care has to be exercised to ensure that such assistance is carried out through the organisations of the SPF, at least initially, till solid foundations for the support have been established. Singapore should also use the services of Australia and New Zealand. The bonds and economic relationships that will be built up should have a lasting value and should not be seen as a one-time business deal for profit purposes. It will be to Singapore's long-term benefit in the region to tread carefully, to be sensitive to the wishes and aspirations of the islands, and to adopt a participatory and sincere approach. leadership. Assistance may also be given in other areas of national development such as health services and education. In all these endeavours, Singapore can make much useful contribution. However, no concrete recommendations will be made as these are beyond the scope of this paper.
What benefits can Singapore derive from being involved with the politics and economics of the South Pacific? The economic gains are inconsequential as the markets will forever remain small compared to the markets worldwide. The main advantage will be the continuance of a stable and conflict-free region adjacent to South-east Asia, and this will in turn contribute to a more peaceful and prosperous South-east Asia. The ASEAN nations need to understand this goal as clearly as the countries of the South Pacific need to appreciate this common destiny.
